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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. . 

2. Claims 2-7, 9-16, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kalbermatter et al. (US Patent Number (5,508,978) in view of Hatuse et al. (US Patent Number 
4,257,115). 

Regarding claim 6, Kalbermatter teaches a crystal in particular for a telephone watch (col 2 
lines 6-14, col 3 lines 26-36). Kalbermatter fails to teach a watch including: an upper face 
and a lower face, wherein the keyboard includes a plurality of keys, each key being 
associated with at least one electrode disposed on the lower face of the crystal for forming a 
plurality of capacitive sensors, the keys being activated by placing a finger on the upper 
face of the crystal opposite the at least one electrode, wherein the crystal includes a thick 
zone and a thinned zone, the keys of the keyboard being arranged in the thinned zone, and 
wherein it is secured onto a bezel including an inner reinforcement extending under the thinned 
zone of the crystal, the keyboard being sandwiched between the thinned zone and the 
reinforcement. However, Hatuse teaches a watch including: an upper face and a lower face 
(col 3 lines 30-37), wherein the keyboard includes a plurality of keys, each key being 
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associated with at least one electrode disposed on the lower face of the crystal for forming a 
plurality of capacitive sensors (col 4 lines 15-40), the keys being activated by placing a 
finger on the upper face of the crystal opposite the at least one electrode, wherein the 
crystal includes a thick zone and a thinned zone, the keys of the keyboard being arranged 
in the thinned zone (col 2 lines 36-67, col 4 lines 3-40); and 

wherein it is secured onto a bezel including an inner reinforcement extending under the thinned 
zone of the crystal, the keyboard being sandwiched between the thinned zone and the 
reinforcement (col 3 lines 50-67, col 4 lines 1-31). Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine the above teaching 
of Hatuse with Kalbermatter, in order to reduce the dimension of telephone to the point 
that it can be carried on the human body and at the same time avoiding pressing 
several keys at the same time. 

Regarding claim 7, Kalbermatter teaches a crystal in particular for a telephone watch 
(col 2 lines 6-14). Kalbermatter fails to teach a keyboard disposed under a lower face of 
the surface, said crystal including a thick zone and a thinned zone the keyboard being 
deposited in only the thinned zone, and entire surface of telephone watch is crystal, 
and the keyboard formed in particular of a plurality of capacitive sensors, the keys being 
activated by placing a finger on the upper face of the crystal opposite the at least one 
electrode. However, Hatuse teaches a keyboard disposed under a lower face of the 
surface, said crystal including a thick zone and a thinned zone, the entire surface of the 
watch is crystal, and the keyboard formed in particular of a plurality of capacitive 
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sensors, the keys being activated by placing a finger on the upper face of the crystal 
opposite the at least one electrode (col 2 lines 36-67 col 3 lines 1-67). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine the above teaching of Hatuse with Kalbermatter, in order to reduce the 
dimension of telephone to the point that it can be carried on the human body and at the 
same time avoiding pressing several keys at the same time. Kalbermatter modified by 
Hatuse fails to teach that the keyboard being deposited in only the crystal watch 
thinned zone. However, the examiner takes official notice that a keyboard being 
deposited in only the crystal watch thinned zone is well known in the art. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine the above teaching of Hatuse with Kalbermatter, in order to reduce the 
dimension of telephone to the point that it can be carried on the human body and at the 
same time avoiding pressing several keys at the same time. 

Regarding claims 2,11, Kalbermatter fails to teach a telephone watch wherein the 
thinned zone is arranged on the side of the crystal lower face. However, Hatuse teaches 
a watch wherein the thinned zone is arranged on the side of the crystal lower face (col 3 
lines 50-65). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to combine the above teaching of Hatuse with Kalbermatter, in 
order to reduce the dimension of telephone to the point that it can be carried on the 
human body and at the same time avoiding pressing several keys at the same time. 
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Regarding claims 3, 12, Kalbermatter teaches an apparatus wherein the thick zone is 
disposed at its center and in that the thinned zone is disposed at its periphery (see 
figure 4, col 3 lines 25-67, col 4 lines 1-5). 

Regarding claims 4, 13, Kalbermatter teaches an apparatus wherein it is round wherein 
the thinned zone forms a ring under which the keyboard is deposited (see figure 4, col 3 
lines 25-36). 

Regarding claims 5, 14, Kalbermatter fails to teaches a crystal telephone wristwatch 
wherein the keyboard includes a first decorative opaque layer formed of numbers and 
signs and deposited directly under the thinned zone, and a second layer deposited 
under the first and formed of a plurality of conductive pads , a conductive pads 
corresponding to each number or sign the conductive pads being individually 
connected to a printed circuit. However, Hatuse teaches a crystal telephone wristwatch 
wherein the keyboard includes a first decorative opaque layer formed of numbers and 
signs and deposited directly under the thinned zone, and a second layer deposited 
under the first and formed of a plurality of conductive pads, a conductive pads 
corresponding to each number or sign the conductive pads being individually connected 
to a printed circuit, (see figure 5, col 2 lines 35-67, col 4 lines 3 lines 67, col 4 lines 1- 
30). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to combine the above teaching of Hatuse with Kalbermatter, in order to 
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reduce the dimension of telephone to the point that it can be carried on the human body 
and at the same time avoiding pressing several keys at the same time. 

Regarding claim 9, Kalbermatter fails to teach a crystal wherein the thick zone has a 
thickness sufficient to withstand a hydrostatic pressure of the three bars. However, the 
Examiner takes official notice that a crystal wherein the thick zone has a thickness 
sufficient to withstand a hydrostatic pressure of the three bars is well known in the art. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the above teaching with Kalbermatter, in order to reduce the 
dimension of telephone to the point that it can be carried on the human body and at the 
same time avoiding pressing several keys at the same time. 

Regarding claims 10, 16, Kalbermatter modified by Hatuse fails to teach a crystal 
wherein the thinned zone has a substantially constant thickness. However, the 
examiner takes official notice that a crystal watch wherein a thinned zone has a 
substantially constant thickness is well known in the art Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine the 
above teaching with Kalbermatter modified by Hatuse, in order to reduce the dimension 
of telephone to the point that it can be carried on the human body and at the same time 
avoiding pressing several keys at the same time. 
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Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed 10/27/05 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

In response to applicant's argument that "the examiner has not made a showing of 
prima facie obviousness of the subject matter in applicant 's claims" , is nonanalogous art , it has 
been held that a prior art reference must either be in the field of 
applicant's endeavor or, if not, then be reasonably pertinent to the 
particular problem with which the applicant was concerned, in order to be 
relied upon as a basis for rejection of the claimed invention. See In re 
Oetiker, 977 F.2d 1443, 24 USPQ2d 1443 (Fed. Cir. 1992). In this case, 
Kalbermatter teaches a crystal in particular for a telephone watch (col 2 lines 6-14, col 3 lines 
26-36). Kalbermatter fails to teach a watch including: an upper face and a lower face, wherein 
the keyboard includes a plurality of keys, each key being associated with at least one electrode 
disposed on the lower face of the crystal for forming a plurality of capacitive sensors, the keys 
being activated by placing a finger on the upper face of the crystal opposite the at least one 
electrode, wherein the crystal includes a thick zone and a thinned zone, the keys of the keyboard 
being arranged in the thinned zone, and wherein it is secured onto a bezel including an inner 
reinforcement extending under the thinned zone of the crystal, the keyboard being sandwiched 
between the thinned zone and the reinforcement. However, Hatuse teaches a watch including: an 
upper face and a lower face (col 3 lines 30-37), wherein the keyboard includes a plurality of 
keys, each key being associated with at least one electrode disposed on the lower face of the 
crystal for forming a plurality of capacitive sensors (col 4 lines 15-40), the keys being activated 
by placing a finger on the upper face of the crystal opposite the at least one electrode, wherein 
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the crystal includes a thick zone and a thinned zone, the keys of the keyboard being arranged in 
the thinned zone (col 2 lines 36-67, col 4 lines 3-40); and wherein it is secured onto a bezel 
including an inner reinforcement extending under the thinned zone of the crystal, the keyboard 
being sandwiched between the thinned zone and the reinforcement (col 3 lines 50-67, col 4 lines 
1-31). Therefore, by combing the above teaching of Hatuse with Kalbermatter, reducing 
the dimension of telephone to the point that it can be carried on the human body and at 
the same time avoiding pressing several keys at the same time. 

Conclusion 

4, Any responses to this action should be mailed to: 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Naghmeh Mehrpour whose telephone number is 571- 
272-7913. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00- 6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Marsha Banks-Harold be reached (571)272-7905. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
NM 

March 5, 2006 * 




